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HUBBARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WORK SESSION MINUTES  
 
 The Hubbarard County Board of Commissioners held its Regular Work Session on February 9, 2021.  
Commissioners De La Hunt (attending remotely), Krueger, Stacey and Van Kempen, Christenson and County 
Administrator, Kay Mack were present.   
 
 Vice-Chair Van Kempen led the Pledge of Allegiance, and called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
1. PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
 Marlee Morrison provided a report on the COVID19 local impacts, with trends going down in 
Hubbard County as they have done in the state.  She reported that there have been 18 new cased in 
February.  She updated the board on the numbers of first dose and 2nd dose Pfeiser and Moderna vaccines 
that have been administered.  She encouraged people to continually monitor the St. Joseph website and 
facebook for opportunities to register for a vaccine.   Demand for the vaccine is higher than supply, 
resulting in registeration for available doses going quickly.  In discussion with the board, Ms. Morrison 
stated that the flow and process is going very well, with the special challenge of assuring that every vaccine 
recipient is monitored for at least 15 minutes after receiving the shot to assure no adverse reaction.   
 
2. 1W1P    (ONE WATERSHED ONE PLAN)  MISSISSIPPI 
 
 Crystal Mathisrud, District Director  for the Hubbard SWCD addressed the County Board about 
the process of adopting one plan for watersheds, something for which 50% of state watersheds are 
currently in the planning stages.  In addition to other goals for watershed plans, there is a strong goal of 
reducing sediments that reach the gulf area of the Mississippi.  Zach Gutnecht from Beltrami SWCD 
reported on the policy committee work, the review periods, and the target dates for the various reviews.  
There is a  goal of having a final draft plan to BWSR in June or July, with final adoption in September after 
the BWSR review is complete.  A county can then adopt the 1W1P as their Water Plan.  
 
 Zach Gutnecht also talked about the funding that will be tied to the plans.   With four focus areas 
of lakes, agriculture, forestry and urban, now would be a good time for counties to identify the projects 
that they would prioritize for funding.   There will likely be a strong focus on stormwater.   
 
 Commissioner De La Hunt also aske Ms. Mathisrud to look into the water level issues of the 
Mantrap Chain, located in the Crow Wing Watershed.   
 
3. TAX FORFEITED PARCEL – LAND SALE 
 
 Land Commissioner Mark Lohmeier provided the Board with background on a parcel of land that 
was offered for sale on a prior land sale and did not receive bids.  With much history surrounding the 
parcel, a key to a sale is the determination of the valuation that will be assigned to the sale resolution.   
The parcel was available to only the contiguous landowners, as it is a non-conforming parcel for zoning 
purposes.  Environmental Services Director Eric Beitenwerf confirmed that should the parcel be offered 
for sale, it should be limited to the two adjoining owners, with a stipulation that the parcel be combined 
with the owner’s existing parcel.    
At issue is the the minimum bid, the valuation to be assigned to the parcel.   On asking for input from the 
County Attorney, Jonathan Frieden, offered to research the issue in order to advise the Board on how 
they can set the value.   
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The Board directed the issue to be put on the February 16 Board Agenda so that they can take action to 
get this parcel offered for sale at the earliest possible date, and as a stand-alone auction.   
 
4. HUMAN SERVICES STAFFING  
 
 Human Resources Director, Gina Teems, updated the board on the needs in her department.  The 
need for payroll support as well as Human Resources needs is behind the decision to fill the position now.  
Along with acknowledging that getting an Administrative Assistant for the new County Administrato will 
ease some of the demands put on the HR staff, the Board gave support for moving forward.      
 
 
5. OUTDOOR SEATING RESOLUTION   
 
 ES Director Eric Beitenwerf brought a resolution to the Board that had been passed in the early 
stages of the COVID19 Emergency Orders.   The resolution has allowed for restaurants located in the 
Shoreland Management areas that fall under ES Zoning Authority to seat customers outside, assuring that 
restaurants have the opportunity to remain viable.  The resolution had a sunset date of October 31, 2020.  
Knowing now that COVID restrictions will not likely end before summer, Eric was inquiring whether the 
Board would want him to place the item on the next Board Agenda for renewal through October 2021.  
The Board indicated that they would like to see the issue on the next agenda.   
 
6.  Administrator Report 
 
 Kay Mack, County Administrator updated the board: 
 

 On a letter of support that would be sent to the Hubbard SWCD in support of an Urban Gardens 
grant.   

 DEED notification that Bemidji Steel’s application for the Job Creation Fund designation for the 
northern Hubbard County project has been appoved. 

 Confirming (as informally discussed early in the Work Session) that a resolution proposed by the 
Rural Counties Caucus regarding the MPCA Rules Making process directing Minnesota to adopt 
vehicle emission rules equal to those in California will be brought before the board at the next 
meeting. 

 Hubbard County will work with MRC to get the word out about Broadband Testing.   
    
 There being no further business before the Board, the Work Session was adjourned at 11:02 a.m.  
 

 

   /s/ David De La Hunt 

   David De La Hunt, Chair 

ATTEST: /s/ Kay Mack  Hubbard County Board of Commissioners 

 Kay Mack 
Hubbard County  Interim 
Administrator 

  


